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It's April, the seasons are changing, and starting this
month I will have a regular column in the town
newsletter.

Some people think of America as diverse and
international, but really America is made of many
different “Americas.” 1 grew up near Philadelphia, which
is in the middle of the east coast of the United States. In
my town almost everyone was white, few people spoke
languages other than English, and many people lived
there their entire lives.

I moved to the state of Connecticut for college.
Connecticut is between New York and Boston and is the
size of Fukushima Prefecture, but is much more urban,
with 3.5 million residents. I majored in history with a
focus on East Asia. I was fortunate to study abroad in
Nagoya, which was one of the best experiences of my life.
After college I worked in environmental protection in the
capitol city, Hartford. Famous novelist Mark Twain and
actress Katharine Hepburn also lived in Hartford, but we
I'm sorry to say we didn't know each other.

I was very shocked by the extent of the devastation of the
tsunami of 2011 and wanted to return to Japan to support
the recovery. I was hired by Matsushima last August to
help support the recovery of foreign tourism to our town.
Unfortunately, only 60% of foreign tourists have returned.
My hope is that this column will offer a new perspective
on what is interesting about Matsushima, share ideas for
how to make our town an even more appealing place for
foreign tourists to visit, and help increase understanding
between our cultures and countries.

If you have a favorite aspect of Matsushima you want to
share, feel free to email

roger@town.matsushima.miyagi.jp in Japanese or English.

Roger Smith
Coordinator for International Relations
Town of Matsushima
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