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@ This month’s column explores ideas for telling
Matsushima’s story to foreign tourists.
SEDISLBRSOBNENBABKSE E2 B EHOH 2 DEREZ SNT TS

Matsushima, More Than Just a Pretty Place

Before I came to Matsushima, I took a documentary
photography course. We were encouraged not to try to
take beautiful pictures. If the only meaning of the photo is
that "this is beautiful," there is no need to look at it a
second time. Matsushima also risks being just a pretty
place.

I first visited Matsushima in 2012 as a tourist. I thought
the islands were very scenic but I only saw the surface of
Matsushima. I gained a deeper appreciation of what
makes Matsushima interesting after reading two books,

“Beyond Matsushima, A Sacred Place” and “The Forty-
Seven Tales of Matsushima. ”

Currently I am thinking about how to promote the
richness of Matsushima to foreign tourists. I think a good
way to do that is by sharing interesting stories about the
people who lived here. For example, I want visitors to
imagine how religious pilgrims felt when after a difficult
journey they first saw the pine islands in Matsushima
Bay. I love the story of how Hosshin, a monk who lived in
a cave outside Zuiganji Temple, became the head priest.
The connection to Nikaho City, where the widow Koren
came from 700 years ago, ended up helping Matsushima
after the 2011 tsunami. Hearing these stories changes
how you see the scenery of Matsushima.

In addition, I think it is important to invite foreigners to
participate in local events, like Umi no Bon, which
continue the traditions of the past. I hope at these events
they will also have a chance to meet the warm people of
Matsushima.

The power of photography is not in showing the world as
it is, but to invite the viewer to see beyond the obvious.
It's the thousand years of culture makes Matsushima
much more than just a pretty place. People will come a
first time to see its beauty. I hope they will also return
many times to experience the rich culture!
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