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My parents have traveled extensively around Europe
and the United States, but have never been to Asia. They
always said that if I ever lived in Japan they would come
visit me one time.

In October, my parents finally came to Japan and started
with a two-week group tour. Their tour began with the
lights of Ginza in Tokyo. The next day they stayed in
Hakone at a beautiful inn in the woods. Then in Kanazawa
they learned about gold-leaf craft-making. In Gokayama
they saw traditional homes. In Arashiyama, Kyoto, they
spent time with a monk at his temple in the hills. They
even tried tea ceremony with a Japanese family. Finally,
their tour ended and they flew from Kansai to Sendai to
visit me. After seeing many of the best places in Japan,
what would they think of Tohoku?

My mother wrote:

“Like most tours, our group tour was tiring. Matsushima
is good for a less crowded, more relaxing stay. The town
has a real small town feel, which is nice. Unlike Kyoto, we
could walk all over the town from the hotel.

At the Date Masamune History Museum, my husband
was able to try on a complete samurai outfit. Then he
went outside and tourists wanted to take pictures with
him, which was funny. At the cafe by the long red bridge,
Roger ordered grilled oysters that were delicious- big and
juicy. I had never had them grilled before, only raw and
fried. In Hakone we had taken a boat ride on Lake Ashi,
with views of Mt. Fuji. It was lovely and scenic, but not as
interesting as the boat ride on Matsushima Bay.

I think other people on the tour would enjoy Chuson-ji
Temple and the gold konjikido.

Seeing the devastation from the tsunami at Nobiru in
Higashi-Matsushima with a guide who lived through it
was unlike anything on our tour.

I'm glad we got to see Sendai and Matsushima, an area
not well known by foreign tourists and a very pretty one
with nice people.”

After they went home, they contacted their tour company
to suggest they add Matsushima as a side trip. The six
prefectures in Tohoku may only get 1% of the foreign
tourists who come to Japan. Listening to my parents, I
don’t think it's because we don't have enough to attract
them. Rather our challenge is to spread the word about all
Matsushima has to offer.
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