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It is said that a fox god who protects against
storms lives in the Inari Shinju Shrine on
Oshima Island. I love old legends like this so I
was really excited to be invited to the annual
festival. It is held every year on March 15th.

During the festival some of the monks from Zuiganji
Temple chanted sutras and offered incense. I thought
about how many Japanese people I have met are uneasy
around sutra recitation outside of ceremonial occasions
and how so often temples smell like sandalwood incense.
Coming from a place where neither is common, I have
completely different associations with those things.

Because [ was going to cover the festival [ took pictures
as the monks chanted. [ hoped that they were indifferent
to me taking pictures of an intimate moment like that;
after all, it is a ceremony. I noticed the name board of
the shrine in one of my photos. The character for s/z2
is actually an antiquated version wherein the modern
version is affixed to the left-hand ‘jewel” radical. I could
not for the life of me find that character on the computer
and gave up with a ‘Bless it.” English words, pronunciations,
and grammar change over time but it is not nearly as
common for the characters to change. I could type
Shakespearean English in Microsoft Word if [ wanted.

After the festival [ was invited to eat fried tofu, which
is apparently the favorite food of fox spirits, and drink
with the other participants. | wanted to so badly, but
since | was working I thought, ‘Even though this
would be okay in America I might get in trouble here.’
[ am still wondering what other stories the monks may
have had to tell.
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