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Recently | was invited to participate in a
mikoshi-carrying event. My boss told me to
invite some friends, so I asked a few who live
in Sendai. Normally we wouldn’t have the
chance to do something like this so everyone
jumped at the opportunity.

I often hear Japanese people say that [ am
tall, but the truth is that in America my height
is completely average. However, of my friends
who were coming to the mikoshi event, I am
actually the shortest. We were told that if your
height doesn’ t match with the other people
carrying the mikoshi, it can feel even heavier
so we targeted other people who were tall.
Because we are all comparatively tall, we were
placed at the front of the shrine. We were
afraid that our height would cause some
problems so we didn’t carry it up or down
the stairs.

The shrine weighs a ton, and it turns out that
even though ‘ton’is a small word it describes a
great weight. My friends and [ laughed about
being sore. It’s impressive that, through
working together, people can carry something
so heavy. All of the people along the roads who
offered us snacks and drinks were kind and it
was wonderful to get to meet so many people.

I'm really looking forward to the next time
I get to take the gods out for a walk.
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