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The holiday following Halloween in the
United States on Oct. 31st is Veteran’s Day,
which is on Nov. 11th because that is the
anniversary of the signing of the armistice at
the end of World War I. After that is Thanksgiving,
which used to be a harvest festival so is
celebrated on the fourth Thursday in Nov.
Because of this it is considered early to start
decorating for Christmas before Thanksgiving.

And as everyone knows, Christmas is on Dec.
25th. Though it was originally a Christian
holiday (the words ‘Christian’ and ‘Christmas’
share the same root, ‘Christ’ ) to celebrate the
birth of Jesus and the importance of family, it
has widely become a secular event.

Even so, in the United States Christmas is still

primarily a family holiday, unlike in Japan where : ¥ A

it is a couples holiday. It is common for companies
to have Christmas parties, but turkey and ham
are more common than fried chicken. Eating at
KFC is a Japanese tradition.

Soon after Christmas is New Year’s, which is
for many American’s a holiday to be spent with
friends at a party or at the bar. If you are at the
bar, it is common for the TV to be showing the
Times Square New Year’s Countdown party. If
you go to the club, it is normal for the music to
stop at 11:55:00PM. At 11:59:50PM everyone
starts the countdown. After saying “3,2,1,”
everyone screams ‘Happy New Year!” then

kisses their date.
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