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This August marks the first anniversary of my arrival in Japan.
I am often asked if I get homesick or experience culture shock.
I think for me the answer is not really. I wanted to return to
Japan for a long time, so it would be sad if I already wanted to
o home again. I miss seeing my family but this fall they will
isit Japan, and I can't wait to show them Matsushimal

MENEHRIRE

As far as culture shock goes, there are many cultural
“surprises,” but I mostly find them amusing. For example,
when I came for study abroad, I wore typical American college
student clothing such as jeans and a sweatshirt. I was surprised
to see many of the Japanese students wore suits or dresses to
class! Then when I returned to the US I saw students wearing
pajamas to class and felt Americans were way too casual.

At work, I think it's funny in this era of email and smart
phones how much Japan still uses difficult-to-read faxes for
business. A friend who works for a different Japanese local
government says they even send faxes between departments!

So I have learned many things by living in Japan and thought I
would share by making a quiz:

True or False:

Japan has 4 seasons.

All adult foreigners living in Japan are English teachers.
All foreigners in Japan know each other.

It is important for Japanese ATMs to get their rest each
night.

Avocado doesn’'t belong in sushi but it's normal to put
noodles in a sandwich.

Japanese people love to take quizzes.

nswers

False- you forgot the rainy season!

. True. Japanese people don't seem to believe me when I
tell them I work in Matsushima Town Hall. Am I actually
an English teacher?

. True- it is hard to meet Japanese people but easy to meet
each other.

4 . True- I find this baffling. I think most people work longer

hours than the ATMs do!

5. True- I like noodles and bread but think they are very
strange together. Avocado in sushi is delicious and soft like
toro. You should try it.

6. True- you are reading this answer aren't you?
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(6) What I've Learned by Living in Japan
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