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“Isn't Matsushima crowded?” a friend asked me. Like
many people she only visits at times when everybody else
visits- on weekends, during summer vacation, or for big
events like the annual oyster festival.

As a resident of Matsushima, I am lucky that I get
to see Matsushima when it's quiet, and go to parts of
Matsushima tourists don't often go to.

After work I like to go and explore the town. One of
my favorite walks is around Fukuurajima Island. From
Fukuurajima you can see men on little fishing boats
maneuvering around the oyster beds. Some days white
sailboats practicing between Oshima and Fukuurajima.
Each time I go to the island I notice different plants or
flowers. Most people know that the cherry blossoms in the
open area on the island are beautiful, but even after they
have fallen, there are other flowers around the island that
bloom in June and July! After I walk around the island I
head back to Fukuurabashi Bridge and watch the sun go
down over the town. Unfortunately, few tourists stay for
sunset, which is my favorite time of day in Matsushima.

Away from the waterfront, I am fond of the quiet back
roads of Matsushima between Atago Station and the
People’'s Forest. There isn't much traffic so it is very good
for walking or jogging. A narrow road follows the railroad
tracks and brings you by houses and gardens. Even in
September there are many beautiful wildflowers by the
road. The People’s Forest itself is big enough to take a
long hike and even has views of Matsushima Bay from
one part.

While having dinner with a friend in Matsushima, she
was surprised to see on the menu Matsushima produced
vegetables and rice in addition to just seafood. She didn’t
realize that Matsushima was more than just Matsushima
Bay and the waterfront area. The truth is that
Matsushima has a lot to offer that tourists seldom see.
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