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This August marks the end of my three years working in
Matsushima. Shortly after | arrived in 2014 | took part in the
Umi no Bon summer festival. Looking back at the festival
pictures | fook, | realize that what were pictures of strang-
ers are now people | know from my life in Matsushima.

Many small interactions with people in Matsushima left a
big impression on me. The kind women of Okara Donuts
gave me invaluable hints for how to cook many vegetables
| had never seen before. | felt very warmly welcomed at
Hatsubara's Ten Jinja festival and loved seeing the children
pulling a mikoshi on wheels while their fathers carried a real
one. At Cabin | learned what life was like in the booming
70s and 80s Matsushima while eating spaghetti Napolitan.
Ono-sensei, who runs the fown's Japanese language classes,
tfaught me about local culture and even Miyagi dialect while
teaching me the Japanese language.

Lastly, walking home on one night after a challenging
day, a neighbor stopped me. He thanked me for coming
to Matsushima and said | should stay in Matsushima
forever. It had long been my dream to be part of a
community in Japan but | never expected to be this
warmly welcomed.

In just three years | feel many changes are happening
in Matsushima. When | arrived, nobody was even
talking about foreign tourism. Now the number of
visitors from abroad is more than it was pre-disaster.
| am even happier to see the enthusiasm of many local
businesses who want them to visit. | got fo help more
than 20 hotels, restaurants, and temples solve
communication problems. Together we created new
websites, menus, pamphlets, signs, and practiced
simple English sentences. | may be leaving but this
important work won't end as a new CIR, Stefan Ramos
will soon arrive in Matsushima.

As for me, | am not sure what | will do next but plan to
be here for a little while longer. In August | will volunteer
with the English Kids Guides and | will get my yukata ready
for Umi no Bon. | hope to see many of you again and
thank you in person for all your hospitality. | will never
forget my tfime in Matfsushima and will tell people about
it wherever | go next.
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