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Last month I talked a bit about the dates
during the Easter season, so this month I
would like to introduce a little bit about the
history of Easter imagery. In modern times
even some non-religious people participate in
Easter festivities like exchanging Easter
baskets, painting eggs, or egg hunts. On
occasion [ see Easter imagery in Japan, and I
think that that it is important to know where

those images come from.

Apart from the Christian religious images
associated with Easter, Easter baskets with
candies and colorful eggs as well as the
Easter Bunny are probably some of the most
famous symbols.

It is said that before Christianity came to
what is now modern day Germany, there was
a fertility goddess named Eostre. She had a
pet bird, which she ordered to change into a
rabbit and lay an egg in order to make the
watching children laugh. Because of this story,
children would make nests in baskets in hopes
that the rabbit would leave them eggs and
treats.

This tradition was brought to the United
States by German immigrants and probably
was associated with Easter because both
Easter and the pre-Christian fertility goddess
festivals are held around the vernal equinox.
Even today on Easter in America children
receive baskets filled with candy and chocolate,
but in modern times images of the goddess

have been replaced with images of Jesus.
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