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June has a few different holidays, but one
particularly interesting one is National Moonshine
Day on June 5. Moonshine is an alcoholic
beverage associated with the South.

In 1920 after World War I the United States
government made alcohol illegal by enacting
the 18t Amendment to the Constitution.
Alcohol became very hard to buy for lower
class Americans, but they still wanted to drink.

For that reason bootleggers began creating
moonshine. “Moonshine” originally meant
“doing something by moonlight” and is a type
of unaged whiskey made from corn. It is very
cheap and is at minimum 150 proof. As a joke
people say that you could use it to fuel a car
instead of using gas. Moonshine was an illegally
produced drink, which means there was no
regulation for making it. People say that if you
get a bad batch you can go blind.

Though the 18t Amendment, which prohibited
the manufacture, sale, and transport of alcohol,
was repealed in 1933 by the 215! Amendment,
the production of moonshine was only legalized
in 2010.

Because most alcohol laws differ from state
to state, there are some states where stricter
laws established in the Prohibition era are still
in effect. For example, in my home state of
North Carolina you can only buy liquor through
special state-run stores which are always closed
on Sundays.

Nowadays you can legally enjoy safely crafted
moonshine on Sundays in North Carolina, so
long as you buy it from the right store beforehand.
But this year National Moonshine Day is on a
Wednesday so there’s nothing to worry about.
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